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NFP Play Money Buys Real Holiday
Happiness

                                                                  by Merchandiser Staff Writer
It was like winning the lottery for some mothers who shopped for Christmas presents for their

children at the Nurse-Family Partnership’s (NFP) annual “Baby Bucks” Holiday party. Each
family received $25 in play money to shop for their child.

The two-day event featured free toys, books and clothing items (all new) donated by local
faith-based groups, civic organizations and individuals for children of low-income families living
in Berks County.

The NFP agency is providing for approximately 165 local mothers and their families.  Services
include weekly in-home visits before the third trimester of pregnancy and continue until the child
is 24 months of age.

Mother Sarah J. Carabello, a client of NFP, shopped for gifts for her 19-month-old daughter.
Sarah said she has learned the importance of routine and structure and other healthy practices

from her nurse Lorrie E. Arndt, who has been with NFP for seven years.
Barbara Werner, NFP nursing supervisor, said about 1,000 families have received help since the

program’s inception in 1999.
NFP is a program of the Community Prevention Partnership of Berks County (CPPBC). It is

free to all eligible, first-time mothers. For more information call 610-376-6988, or visit the
CPPBC Website at communitypreventionparnership.org.

HAWC Picks Up Troop Support Items Along Parade Route
                                                                                                                             by Merchandiser Staff Writer

At this year’s King Frost Parade, a local woman’s
group held a collection drive to support US troops
currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Members of the Hamburg Area Woman’s Club
(HAWC) collected magazines, crossword and puzzle
books, DVD movies, AA batteries, games and more
with enough stuff to fill three large pickup trucks during
the annual holiday event.  The items were then shipped
in mid-November overseas just in time for Christmas.

“We wanted to help them have some comforts from
home,” HAWC member Gail Kline of Upper Bern
Township said.

Local servicemen and families of Delta Company

rallied with volunteers and woman’s club members at the
Hamburg Armory on North Fifth Street before the
three-mile parade route began.

Delta Company is scheduled for deployment to Iraq
in early 2009.

According to Kline, HAWC works with
berksenduringfreedom.com, a local nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to providing support and
encouragement to local men and women in the military.

For more information, call 610-682-0428 and ask for
Simone Sauers, founder of Operation Enduring
Freedom Support Group. Several members of the Hamburg Woman’s Club and local servicemen

and families ride a 40-foot flatbed truck in the King Frost Parade.

From left to right:  Mother Sarah J. Carabello, shops for holiday gifts for her 19-month-old daughter at a holiday party hosted by
Nurse-Family Partnership in Reading. Also shown are Heather A. Markowski, babysitter, and Lorrie E. Arndt, NFP nurse.
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